u6          FALKLAND AND HIS TIMES

Falkland's political action must be explained and justified
by his own not infrequent speeches in the Long1 Parliament
Several of them are happily preserved, and will be printed
in this work in full. But this is the proper place to say
something of his theological work. With one very im-
portant exception it has been hardly dealt with. Mr.
Goldwin Smith writes of him: " As a theologian Falkland
appears to have been a Chillingworth on a very small
scale". Gardiner, in an appreciation which is necessarily
summary,1 obviously inclines to a similar view. While
doing full justice to the beauty of his mind and character,
he compares him unfavourably with his friends Hales and
Chillingworth. Speaking of his religious writing he says:
" There is ability without originality. His thought on the
subject bears the distinct impress of Chilling worth's mind,
in a way which the writings of Hales do not. Yet it
would be a great mistake to speak of Falkland's personality
as unimportant in the historical development of religious
thought. Because he was not himself a cutter of new paths,
he was all the more a representative man, and he stands
forth as the central figure of a special phase of progress. In
his large wisdom, his gentle tolerance, his sweet reasonable-
ness, even in his very impetuosity there was more of nature's
daily food than was to be found in men intellectually so
superior to him as Chillingworth and Hales."

The implied comparison is an unfair one. Chillingworth
and Hales were, so to say, professional theologians; Falkland
was an exceptionally gifted and interested amateur. It were
idle to pretend that in themselves his writings would entitle
him to a high place among the theologians of his time. The
claim which is here made for him is of another sort The
Discourse on Infallibility taken in conjunction with his
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